Dear Dav^ re Greg Stone' s 3uicide and what follows 



2/4/91 



In. a sense this iR a mea culpa^ I address what may occur to you when you read tfte 
enclosed memo on Hoger Feinraan's phone call of last night. I do it now because it is 
too early to phone Cyril, and I want to do all relating to tiiis matter before I return 
to the terrible clutter on my desk mid reading and correcting thn * rologue to The King 
Conspiracies draft. My mind doesn't shift gears as fluidly as once it did. 

T& begin with I had no questions at all about Garrison. He sturck me as a typical 
DA from what at first appeared in the papers. When * k began to haves some questions I still 
thought this way and then 1 believed that what I regurded as excesses were his fighting 'fir* 
with fire. Sylvia was more perceptive. From almost the first she regarded him correctly 
as an Any Hand character. She also went too far, and tiff’s is probably wha*5 deterred my 
reasMent of him and wliat he was up to. And example is her giving that terrihle person, 
‘Jhorniey, a contribution of Cl 00 for his defense. 

Earlier I made a serious mistake about critics in general. x presumed that while 
there would inevitably be disagreements mil detail, we would all be genuine and without 
ulterior purpose. So, when after Sylvia's glowing description of it before it was out, I 
began prejudiced in favor of iTpstein* slnquest mid before I read it, when Viking's Tom 
Gervasi gave me a copy and asked me to' help him promote it {at the annual maerican Book- 
sellers' Association convention in the Shoreham), I did -all I couldnajsTto be helpf iuJL. 
Typically Epstein was, n't there. He avoided any kind of contention, with a rae exception 
when he later did very well against ±>ane in C a iif or nia. For example, if he knew, Epstein 
was not cooperating in the promotional efforts, so he had notiling to do with the doc- 
ments added to the paperback reprint. I directed Gorvaoi to them. So much for Lifton's 
great "discovery." Which I'd earlier directed Paul Hoch to and Paul was probably Lifton's 
original: source, not the multitudinous xeroxes Viking distributed to promote tiie paperback. 



So, we all make mistakes. A3 I told you, I'd told Greg some time ago, not later 
than our first conversation after I reod the Spy Spag ms., not to trust him, tiiat he v/as 
tying to stake out a claim to own the political assassinations, how awful a nd i rrespon- 
sible The Murkin Conspiracy is, too, mid I may welx have told him that if heTws^questioned 
my judgement, to ask you. If I did not tell you tiiis, perhaps I should liave. But I did 
not anticipate any tiling like happened v^even being possible. I had no such suspicion at 
all, although I didxfeel, as I think he later told us both, that lie felt burned out. 

An aside: he is the second of Lowenstein* s devoted student helpers who could not 
take the pressure. The other one killed ifowenstien. I hope there are no others of whom 
I do not know. 



In retrospect, and we can aj.eays .£ee looking .backward what we did not see loolcing 
ahead, I believe that Greg's call to you just before he killed himself was when he was 
considering changing his will to cut Melanson out. if this is true, you have no reason 
to^xxs berate yourself because you a Pros had no reason to anticipate the tragedy. You 
spftened wliat you iU.id becuuse }iou perceived that Grag was troubled by something and did 
not want to trouble him 1.10 rep, Melanson being one of his associates. I'm sure that if he 
had given you any indication of his real s~ate of mind or his possible purpose or if he 
had told you wliat I told him, you would have been as blunt ad I was. 



There is something we can and I believe should all learn from tiiis :we should under 
all the conditions I can now think of put forthrightness first, it and truth, and when 
asked opinions, under most circumstances should say what we think. In a sense I am not 
in a position to seen to lecture on this, and I do not intend to be lecturing, because 
when a Baltimore Bun reporter asked me about livings t ne's High Treason, I told him 
that I did not want to comment on it. Vivingstone is a Baltimorean, (and as I've just 
learned, educated as a lawyer and mi authentic and decorated herc^ks o^ his law— school days.) 
It probably was not possible for any of U3, not knowing his state of mind, to have done 
anything to discourage Greg, but wo might have kept tiiat authentic bastard Melanson irom 
corruptinjjGreg' s fine work and misusing* it to promote himsell. mid now I'll see if Cyril 
is on. after again saying tiiat if in retrospect you can see what - consider possible, 
do not blame yourself. Best to you all, Harold s' /Cl /'(/' 
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i'iore 02 1 Greg ^tone's suicide 

Roger has the name and I fogot to note it of the nan who put the death notice 
in the paper or called it to the Post's (?) attention. 

It was in the park mentioned in the PostUs obit, Ferny/ ood Park. If I recall cor- 
rectly - I was about to get into bed - about 2 p.ia. and it was as the Post said, last 
"Tuesday. I r^eij (if 3 £ cA > plSFl'i fl / U- K.- 

C-reg had prepared for tliis for weeks from what Roger and Jerry Policoff have 
learned. He left notes, in his car and in Ms apartment. He also left a will, 

Roger's understanding is the he lef^ air Ms personal papers to Melanson. 

Roger does no*t know whether lie also left Sylvia Meagher 1 s papers to Melanson. 

^CJliat he left Ms personal papers to I-ielanson is inconsistent with his phone 
conversation with 11a. Weatherby. He told her would have no more to do with 4iil. He 
also questioned Wrone about Melanson just before he killed Mi is elf and krone sugar- 
coated it.) 



Tony Summers knew about the suicide in time to talk to Mary Ferrell about it last 
Thursday. ( 1 , 3u .fA & L OW /f i\ Jvvh J 

1 am to phone Cyril Vfecht this morning to ask liim if he will see if he can get copies 
of the notes and any other iaiformation from Creg's records* flu- L* t 

Roger did not mention it but I tMnk the date oh the will is important. It does not 
seem natural that so yihung a man who have ajade a will and I wonder if melanson, detect- 
ing Creg's state £f mind, persuaded him to make it out the way reported. 

Huite some time ago I had been quite blunt with Greg about Melanson, f<i>rst telling 
Mm bluntly not to trust Mm, tliaj Ms record was of trying to stake out ownersMp of the 
subject of the political assassination by two i^credi Me bad books, Tlie Mirkiiv Gonspir- 
acy and Spy Saja. I am not sure but I tMnk I told Mm in detail about Spy Saga, perhaps 
tMs is why he phoned Dave just before he killed himself. If so, Dave's restricting Ms 
comments as he did could have persuaded Geeg not to change Ms will. 

Greg had a woman assistant. Roger o$ Jerry is to try to get in touch with her. 

Roger had to keep the call short, I hd started to get into bed, tired and sleepy, 
and I may have missed something or gotten some wrong so I'll send Mm this for an:/ changes, 
corrections or additions. 

Unrelated but also impending' bad news is Roger’s information that Oliver stone's 
documentary is to be based on Garrison* s mqfkistrous and utterly dishonest On the Trail 
of the Assassins and Karrs* frightful compendium of all the nutty assassination theories. 






_ tiu, 






